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The 18th Annual Jazz Fundraiser

 presented by  JAZZ.FM91, Jazz and the Arts
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Our 17th Annual Jazz Fundraiser presented by JAZZ.FM91 

and supported by the University of Toronto Faculty of Music, 

was celebrated in style on October 22nd 2015 at the Old Mill 

Toronto showcasing the Jazz Party Giants in a special tribute  

to their friend and fellow musician, Jim Galloway.  

The evening opened with a complimentary Cocktail Reception 

generously sponsored by Peller Estates and the Old Mill Toronto 

and as guests gathered and chatted, they were entertained 

with a spirited performance by U of T’s Hannah Barstow Trio, 

with Hannah on piano, Patrick Skrzypek on bass and Mackenzie 

Read on drums. Then guided by host Ted O’Reilly everyone took 

their seats for the main event and under the musical direction 

of our perennial visitor, cornetist Warren Vache, the stage was continuously awash 

with spectacular performances by Harry Allen, Guido Bass, Terry Clarke, Alastair 

Kay, John MacLeod, John MacMurchy, Ken Peplowski, Russ Phillips, 

Scott Robinson, Reg Schwager, Neil Swainson, Don Thompson, and 

Johnny Varro. It was a night of swinging, heart-warming, toe-tapping 

jazz structured to perfection …… and the melodies lingered on in our 

memories.  

“Music is God’s little reminder that there’s something else besides 
us in this universe, a harmonic connection between all living  
beings, everywhere, even the stars…..”  the late Robin Williams

My sincere thanks to everyone who attended last October’s  
Anniversary Fundraiser as well as to all of you who so generously 
supported the KPMT’s commitments throughout the year. Your 
steadfast loyalty means you have a deep appreciation of both the 
music and the Trust’s mission to benefit jazz and the many  
talented professionals who create lasting memories for all of us.  
We are equally dedicated to promoting jazz education and to  
fostering emerging young artists in our community, but the  
ongoing achievement of these objectives takes constant nourish-
ment. Your donations are our lifeline and once again I earnestly 
ask you to please renew your pledge by completing and returning 
the enclosed form along with your cheque to the address shown.  
All contributions are fully tax deductible and you will know you 
have been instrumental in helping us maintain our goal to keep 
the music alive and well in our community. 
As a perceptive lady once remarked:
“Anyone who thinks they are too small to make a difference has never 

fallen asleep with a mosquito in the room”

Thank you for making that 
all-important difference!

Jazz Party Giants headline 
the KPMT 17th Annual Jazz 
Fundraiser
Photos by Bruce Barton
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Founding Trustee and Musical Director: Jim Galloway 1999 - 2014

KEN PAGE (1928 -1998)

Not long before he passed away, 

Ken Page took out a full-page 

ad in the show business bible, 

‘Variety’ Magazine, to say his 

personal goodbye:

“I have been blessed with 
many friends. More than I 

ever knew, more than I ever deserved. I love them 
all. I wish my legacy were tangibly the reflection 
of that friendship. Thank you everyone. You will 
never know what you have meant to me.”

                                       Ken Page, Toronto

Notes on Passing:
We lost some dear musicians, close friends and long  
time jazz supporters in 2015 among whom we would 
especially like to remember Fred Duligal, Archie Alleyne, 
Gordon Evans and Tom Bennett.
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JAM uniting irresistible jazzmen 

from both sides of the border
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INVITES YOU TO A SWINGING

INVITES YOU 

TO A SWINGING

uniting irresistible jazzmen 

from both sides of the border

Thursday November 17th, 2016

in the historic setting of the  

Old Mill Toronto

Tickets are $190 (substantially tax-deductible)  

with a complimentary Cocktail Reception,  

3-course Gourmet Dinner, Grand Raffle prizes … 

and music, music, music!

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION EARLY! 

FOR THE ONE NIGHT IN THE YEAR THAT  

GUARANTEES YOU THE FINEST JAZZ IN TOWN! 

416-515-0200  moraig@huntingstewart.com 

55 Charles Street West, Suite 3104,  

Toronto ON  M5S 2W9

www.kenpagememorialtrust.com



Our esteemed LEGENDS OF JAZZ workshops, master classes  
and associated outreach programmes continued to garner respect 
throughout the year, highlighting the Trust’s commitment to the  
all important field of jazz education.

Our ongoing commitment to the Ken Page Memorial Trust Scholarship in Memory of Ron Collier at Humber 
College allowed us to once again provide a bursary award to a second or third year student showing exceptional 
promise as a composer or arranger, carrying on the high standards established by Ron Collier during Humber  
Music’s early years. The 2015 recipient was saxophonist, Brenden Varty, who had just completed his third year 
of studies in the Bachelor of Music Programme. Music has been Brenden’s life-long passion, he is interested in 
all genres, taking stylistic boundaries to mean very little and constantly attempting to bring new elements into his 

pieces. He has studied with musicians such as Andy Ballantyne, David Occhipinti,  
Alex Dean and Andrew Scott which has vastly improved his writing and performance 
abilities. As an arranger he has also enjoyed working in a swing idiom for horn and 
rhythm and is hoping to soon complete his first big band chart. He is honoured  
to be recognised and truly appreciates the support he has received from the Trust.  
We wish him every success in his effort to achieve a higher level of artistic excellence.

In late spring, we renewed our relationship with The 
Banff Centre funding a full tuition scholarship for  
Ontario jazz vocalist/composer, Laura Swankey, to  
attend the 2015 Banff International Workshop in Jazz 
and Creative Music. Just completing her Bachelor of 
Music Performance degree at the University of Toronto, 
Laura submitted an impressive resume and was  
considered an outstanding, dedicated emerging jazz  
musician by the Centre’s adjudicators. Following the  
programme she wrote to tell us her experience had  
been life-changing, challenging and inspiring ….being  
in the mountains making music with professionals  
such as Ingrid Jensen, Vijay Iyer was incredible…. the 
relationships she formed there would last her whole 
life. Laura now returns to Toronto to teach, perform and 
expand her exploration of music for her first full-length 

album and looks forward to continuing 
down this creative path recharged and 
inspired. Knowing we have made a 
difference in a young artist’s life is the 
Trust’s best reward.

Entering the fifth year of its relationship with the Humber College 
Community Music School, the Trust was able to offer partial  
tuition scholarship assistance to four young students attending  
the annual Youth Jazz Canada’s Summer Jazz Workshop  
initiative which took place July 13th to 26th at Humber’s Lake-
shore Campus. This community event provides gifted Canadian 
youth with access to high quality instruction in jazz and the  
opportunity to perform and record with other students and  
professionals who share their interests and passion. Successful 
applicants attend all-day sessions that include combo rehears-
als, master classes, workshops, improvisation clinics, listening 
sessions and professional concerts. At the end of the two-week 
programme all groups record in Humber’s state-of-the-art record-
ing studio and receive an mp3 copy of their studio session.   

A record total of 44 young musicians aged 14 through post-
secondary qualified for the 2015 event and the recipients of the 
KPMT grant were: Youngchan Na (guitar), Kevin Bolger (guitar) 
and Claire Lee (piano), all students from Humber’s Bachelor of 
Music Programme, as well as David Cheon (guitar) currently the 
youngest student in the Senior Enriched level of Community  
Music. They also performed at the Beaches Festival and in a  
closing profile concert at The Jazz Bistro.

The KPMT Grants Programme continued to support outstanding Ontario Jazz Festivals

Laura Swankey 2015 recipient Banff  
International Workshop Tuition Scholarship

2015 Summer Jazz  
Workshop students 
Youngchan Na with  
Peter Bernstein,  
David Cheon, 
Kevin Bolger  
Photos by Cathy Mitro
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KPMT Master Class Series at U of T 
Faculty of Music Clinicians Nat Steele, 

Peter van Huffle, Ralph Alessi 
Photos by Chase Sanborn

Until 2009 honorees of this special KPMT award 
had been recognised at the Canadian National Jazz 
Awards, but subsequently the trustees have show-
cased the presentation within the more intimate 
setting of the Trust’s Annual Jazz Fundraiser at the Old 
Mill Toronto.  This venue also provides the opportunity 
to display for our guests the permanent memento 
originally commissioned by the KPMT for design by 
Rita So of Creative Art Glass in Toronto. The medium 
is etched glass on an engraved base which com-
memorates the names of all previous recipients from 
the time these honours were first bestowed – and 
the stylized music staff in the design depicts the final 
four bars of “Why Did I Choose You?” from the 1965 
Broadway production of ‘The Yearling’ (music by Mi-
chael Leonard; lyrics by Herbert Martin)

“…if I had to choose again, I would still choose you…”

On Thursday 22nd October we were proud to hon-
our our 2015 recipient author, critic, historian and 
photographer, Mark Miller, for his versatile talent 
and considerable contribution to jazz. Mark received 
a personalised rendering of the Ken Page Lifetime 
Achievement Award as a lasting keepsake.

Previous honorees are:

2002 Phil Sheridan  
recording engineer, producer, 
record label principal

2003 Ted O’Reilly  
broadcaster, writer, producer

2004 John Norris  
co-founder of Sackville Records; 
founding editor of Coda Magazine

2005 Doug Cole  
founding owner and operator of 
Canada’s longest-running jazz club, 
George’s Spaghetti House

2006 Lothar & Brigitte Lang  
owners and operators of the  
Montreal Bistro & Jazz Club

2007 Jack Long  
founding Chairman of Long & 
McQuade Musical Instruments

2008 Geoff Chapman  
award-winning journalist  
(Toronto Star), music critic

2009 Fay Olson  
PR professional, event manager, 
strategic communications specialist

2012 Phil Nimmons  
Educator, composer, arranger  
and clarinetist

2013 Jackie Richardson  
Gem of the Canadian  
entertainment world

2014 Bob Ross  
Owner of The Rex Hotel and 
dedicated jazz promoter
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THE KEN PAGE 

At the University of Toronto, the Ken Page  
Memorial Trust Master Class Series entered its 
fifteenth year of weekly clinics in the Faculty of 
Music’s jazz-dedicated home at 90 Wellesley 
Street, where the now well-established Jazz  
Studies Programme continued under the leader-
ship of Terry Promane and full-time tutors Chase 
Sanborn, Jim Lewis and Mike Murley. Moderated 
once again by accomplished jazz trumpeter, 
author and teacher, Chase Sanborn, the winter 
and spring sessions offered an in-depth mix of 
ever-popular topics relating to the expectations of 
today’s rising young jazz musicians and the music 
business in general. Continuing collaboration with 
The Rex frequently enabled a second performing 
opportunity for visiting clinicians, allowing them 
the benefit of additional Toronto exposure.

Joining the Faculty for the 2014/2015 season as 
Visiting Adjunct Professor, legendary saxophonist, 
composer and educator, Dave Liebman presented 
the first of four master classes spread over the win-
ter and spring terms. Thereafter, with emphasis on 
Canadian talent, the featured clinicians included 

guitarist David Occhipinti with drummer Terry 
Clarke “remembering Jim Hall”; Brenda Earle 
Stokes, piano and vocals; Italian drummer-
composer, Andrea Marcelli; SPOKE jazz quartet, 
reinventing instrumental unity while exploring a 
wide range of musical influences; Joe Sullivan, 
trumpeter, composer, arranger and educator; 
Peter van Huffle, prolific saxophonist, clarinetist, 
composer and bandleader of Boom Crane; U.S. 
trumpet player, improviser and composer, Ralph 
Alessi; celebrated singer/pianist Carol Welsman; 
The Parker Abbott Trio, an acoustic and electric 
multi-keyboard and drums group; Autoban, 
a collective jazz trio embracing the pursuit of 
improvisation through the exploration of their 
original compositions; Toronto-based Myriad3, 
another collective, cutting edge, modern jazz 
trio, comprising pianist Chris Donnelly, percus-
sionist Ernesto Cervini and bassist Dan Fortin; 
guitarist/composer Rainer Weins; U.K. visitor, 
bebop vibraphonist and drummer, Nat Steele 
with the Dave Rubel alumni quartet.

Skilled Faculty members, trumpeter Jim Lewis 
and pianist David Braid closed out the highly 
successful season.

Attendance of this well-received series remains 
mandatory and continues to promote a high 
level of interaction between the students and 
the guest clinicians. A reminder to everyone 
– the master classes are free and open to the 
public who are most welcome to attend on 
Friday afternoons between 3:15 and 4:30 pm. 
Please check for details at  
www.uoftjazz/events/kpmcThe Ken Page Memorial Trust is 

proud to grant support for projects 
and performances which exemplify 
one or more of the KPMT’s aims 
which are:

• to encourage emerging jazz talent and  
foster an understanding of the origins and 
evolution of the music through such  
activities as workshops and master classes 
given by professionals in their fields;

• to provide limited financial aid to jazz  
musicians on an emergency basis as a result 
of illness, accident, or loss of employment;

• to support selected live and recorded jazz 
performances in Canada.

2011 Annual Review   March 2012

With the arrival of those lazy-hazy-crazy days  
of summer, we proudly renewed our long-term  
partnership with the TD Toronto Jazz Festival  
directing our support to a trio of education  
and outreach programmes. The goal of these  
presentations is to stimulate more interaction  
between the musicians and the general public .... 
and admission is always free of charge.

First off the annual “Big Band Slam” workshop  
was once again held at the ever-popular Rex Jazz 
& Blues Bar where four high school jazz ensembles 
gathered for an afternoon of trumpet blasting,  
trombone sliding and sax squealing excitement. The 
groups representing Oakville’s High Rendition Jazz 
Band, U of T Hart House Jazz Ensemble, Alexander 
Gonzaga Jazz Ensemble and Marshall McLuhan  
High School Band performed to a packed house  

Mark Miller receives 
the 2015 Lifetime 
Achievement Award 
from Trustee  
David Stimpson
Photo by Bruce Barton

Brenden Varty 2015 recipient of the Ken Page Memorial Trust Scholarship 
Award in Memory of Ron Collier with Gord Sheard

under the direction of guest artist, saxophonist  
Kelly Jefferson, who had rehearsed and performed 
with each school band prior to the Slam.

Repeating the success of previous years, “Youth 
Jazz Showcase” assembled three groups of emerg-
ing jazz artists from around the country and around 
the world for two days of music, mentorship and 
fun: National Youth Jazz Combo (Canada), a 
student ensemble from Berklee College of Music 
(USA) and North Pandemic Groove Quartet, the 
winning ensemble from Sapporo City Jazz Competi-
tion (Japan). Their first day, hosted by Youth Jazz 
Canada, included rehearsals, jam sessions and 
shared musical experiences at Humber College and 
culminated on day two with a lunch-time public 
concert on mainstage at Nathan Phillips Square.   

A special bonus was the addition of visiting tenor 

saxophonist, George Garzone, who led and performed 
with the student ensemble from Berklee.

The celebration of Youth Jazz Day on Nathan Phillips 
Square then continued into the afternoon with perfor-
mances from three more outstanding student groups: 
Victor Vankulj Quartet (U of T), JAZZ.FM91 Youth  
Big Band led by Jules Estrin and the York University 
Big Band led by Mike Cado, featuring Kevin Turcotte 
on trumpet. The heavens opened up that day but  
the audience hung in and were grateful to be under  
canvas enjoying 4 hours of youth programming.

The Trust was delighted to again support the  
All-Canadian Jazz Festival in Port Hope in mid-
September with a grant for The Robi Botos Quartet. 
Robi’s concert was performed at lunchtime and was 
another huge success for this Festival despite the 
worst weather in memory.
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Our 17th Annual Jazz Fundraiser presented by JAZZ.FM91 

and supported by the University of Toronto Faculty of Music, 

was celebrated in style on October 22nd 2015 at the Old Mill 

Toronto showcasing the Jazz Party Giants in a special tribute  

to their friend and fellow musician, Jim Galloway.  

The evening opened with a complimentary Cocktail Reception 

generously sponsored by Peller Estates and the Old Mill Toronto 

and as guests gathered and chatted, they were entertained 

with a spirited performance by U of T’s Hannah Barstow Trio, 

with Hannah on piano, Patrick Skrzypek on bass and Mackenzie 

Read on drums. Then guided by host Ted O’Reilly everyone took 

their seats for the main event and under the musical direction 

of our perennial visitor, cornetist Warren Vache, the stage was continuously awash 

with spectacular performances by Harry Allen, Guido Bass, Terry Clarke, Alastair 

Kay, John MacLeod, John MacMurchy, Ken Peplowski, Russ Phillips, 

Scott Robinson, Reg Schwager, Neil Swainson, Don Thompson, and 

Johnny Varro. It was a night of swinging, heart-warming, toe-tapping 

jazz structured to perfection …… and the melodies lingered on in our 

memories.  

“Music is God’s little reminder that there’s something else besides 
us in this universe, a harmonic connection between all living  
beings, everywhere, even the stars…..”  the late Robin Williams

My sincere thanks to everyone who attended last October’s  
Anniversary Fundraiser as well as to all of you who so generously 
supported the KPMT’s commitments throughout the year. Your 
steadfast loyalty means you have a deep appreciation of both the 
music and the Trust’s mission to benefit jazz and the many  
talented professionals who create lasting memories for all of us.  
We are equally dedicated to promoting jazz education and to  
fostering emerging young artists in our community, but the  
ongoing achievement of these objectives takes constant nourish-
ment. Your donations are our lifeline and once again I earnestly 
ask you to please renew your pledge by completing and returning 
the enclosed form along with your cheque to the address shown.  
All contributions are fully tax deductible and you will know you 
have been instrumental in helping us maintain our goal to keep 
the music alive and well in our community. 
As a perceptive lady once remarked:
“Anyone who thinks they are too small to make a difference has never 

fallen asleep with a mosquito in the room”

Thank you for making that 
all-important difference!

Jazz Party Giants headline 
the KPMT 17th Annual Jazz 
Fundraiser
Photos by Bruce Barton
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TRUSTEES: Anne Page, Patti Marshall, David Stimpson, Patrick Taylor
HONORARY TRUSTEES: Frank Agrama, Jack Long, S Page, Kendall Stanley, Pip Wedge
Founding Trustee and Musical Director: Jim Galloway 1999 - 2014

KEN PAGE (1928 -1998)

Not long before he passed away, 

Ken Page took out a full-page 

ad in the show business bible, 

‘Variety’ Magazine, to say his 

personal goodbye:

“I have been blessed with 
many friends. More than I 

ever knew, more than I ever deserved. I love them 
all. I wish my legacy were tangibly the reflection 
of that friendship. Thank you everyone. You will 
never know what you have meant to me.”

                                       Ken Page, Toronto

Notes on Passing:
We lost some dear musicians, close friends and long  
time jazz supporters in 2015 among whom we would 
especially like to remember Fred Duligal, Archie Alleyne, 
Gordon Evans and Tom Bennett.

PARTY 
JAM uniting irresistible jazzmen 

from both sides of the border

PARTY 
JAM

INVITES YOU TO A SWINGING

INVITES YOU 

TO A SWINGING

uniting irresistible jazzmen 

from both sides of the border

Thursday November 17th, 2016

in the historic setting of the  

Old Mill Toronto

Tickets are $190 (substantially tax-deductible)  

with a complimentary Cocktail Reception,  

3-course Gourmet Dinner, Grand Raffle prizes … 

and music, music, music!

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION EARLY! 

FOR THE ONE NIGHT IN THE YEAR THAT  

GUARANTEES YOU THE FINEST JAZZ IN TOWN! 

416-515-0200  moraig@huntingstewart.com 

55 Charles Street West, Suite 3104,  

Toronto ON  M5S 2W9

www.kenpagememorialtrust.com


